
How to Make Scale Bars

A. Put a stage micrometer on the microscope
B. Make sure all the optical setting are consistent with the setting used to 

acquire your images
C. Take a picture of the scale bar
D. Do not make any changes in your data images in terms of size or 

resolution until after you have added a scale bar.
E. Using the “ruler” in Photoshop, determine how many 

centimeters/inches makes up 10 microns, or 100, or whatever size you 
think will look best in your images.

F. Click on the line icon in the menu bar in Photoshop in your data image
G. Indicate the length line you want to draw in the “weight” box on the 

top of the screen
H. Put your cursor in the image, click the left mouse button and a line will 

appear.  You will be able to control the thickness of the line with the 
mouse but the length is determined based upon your input in the box in 
step G.

I. Keep a copy of the file as a layered file and a separate copy in which 
you flatten the layers to make a TIFF.
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